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Coastal Conscrvation Association
Of New Hampshire
Post Oftice Box 4372 = Portsmauil, NH 03802
Phone: (603) 731-2669 « E-mail - coanhi@workdputh.net
Web Addrsss - ccanb.org

W E

Ther Comstal| Comservation Association of New [Tampshire opposes any proposied opening of currenty closed
areas i the Gull of Mume o commereial harvest of pround fish, We fsel thut resovery of this area has nol
been ditermined and that ncreasig cormmercial fishing pressure places cround fish recovery at rlsk.
Openinge ol these closed yreds to commercial fshing should anly ocour once that resovery is assurad Thank

vau Tor yoarconsidergion ol this matter

Sincerely,

L0/ —

a1 e+ﬁf:ﬂ, Ridmum, President

Coastal Caimservation Association of Mow Hampshive

DEDHIATEDR TO CONSARVING NEW HAMPSHIRE'S MARINE RESOURCES
The Coasial Comservetion dssveadionral MI0CCOA NI s an anivearpiestead stats chapter of e
{eaviaad Compervaiton Asseciadion (002", witol cureestly bon over 26,000 members 0 sevenfoen

Starar. GO Is a owprafie pahlic charity covporalion thar ts gtaliffed wader S0 3070030,
Perratizing {0 C0OA N ara tey deduc bl nder J80 8TF00
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Mew England llishery Managoment Council _
B0 WATER STRIET | NEWBURYIOQRT, WASEACHUSETTI 0 880 | FHONE 478 £650497 | FAX8TY <55 3116
C. M. “Rip” Cmomingham, Tr, Charman [ Paol I Bowanl, Srecurtes Drirector

October 19, 2012

idr. John Bullard
Repional Administrator
MNOA AMNMES

55 (mreal Republic Drive
Cilovcester, hia 01030

Bear John:
On September 27, 2012, the Council passed the foltowing motion:

that the Council reguest that the US/CA Steering Commitiee negofiate with owr
Canadian counferporis for ¢ oge-time request to trade some amount of Georges
Bank haddock fram the L8 201 3 share in return fiv amoent of Gearces Bank
vellowiail from the Canadion 200 3 share,

The motion earried on a show of hands (12/5/0). Accordingly, I request you pursus this 1ssue through
the 1.5 /Canada Steering Comnittes as soon as possible,

This year, the Transboundary Management Guidance Cominittec ((FMGC) recommmended that the 2013
quota for Georges Bank ((GB) yellowtail flounder be set at 300 metric s (o), If the Council approves
this recommendation, the U8, share of this quota would enty e 213 mt. This is less than 20 percent of
the U5, calch in fishing year 2011, This low caich level could have dramatic impacts for our groundfish
and scallop fishermen. Yellowlail Towwler i caughi by bolh Agheries and, quite simply, this low quota
will malke it difficult, if not impossible, W0 harvest available catches of other stocks. Since the Canadian
f1shery has caught less than 200 mt of GB yellowtail flounder in four of the fast five years, and the T.S.
has caught ondy a small percentage of its Eastern GB haddock, a trade would clearly benefit both
countries.

We are aware that the TMGC is interested tn developing a mechanism to allow quota trading under the
L.5./Canada Resource Shanng Understanding. This topic will be discussed at an inter-scssional meeting
that is being organized for tale Febroary or early March, 2013, We are concemed, however, that this
process will not be conipleted in time (o bene i TS, ishermen, which is why the Council i% asking for a
one-lime l7ade negotiated by the Steering Commilles. The scallop fishing year beging March 1, 2013,
and ideally any tradc should be completed before this date so that fishermen can plan their activities.
Whale the groundfish fishing year does nit begin until May 1, 2013, groundfish Hshermen are alzo
developing their business plans and need to know the amount of GI yellowdail Nounder that will be
availablc to them.
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While we are aware there are concerns for how a trade could be Implemented, we do not believe they are
msurmountable, We are committed o working with you to address any issues thal are identified. Thdﬂ.k
you for your prompt aitenlion to this issue, My staff is willing o agsist if neeessary. Please contact me if
vou have any questions.

Sincerely,

et

Panl J. IToward
Bzeostive Director
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Tobuy Bullard

Northeast Regional Administralor :J[P 2 b 2012
HMational Ceeanic and Atmosphere Adminisirision

33 Greal Bepublic Diiyve NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
Glaucesier, MA UIF3Y MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Beprember 27, 2012

Digar Reajonal Administrator Bullard:

As commercial fishermen, we wiile loday Lo eapress our exiTerne CONSEr Gver the eument pua_h la apen
the groundtish closed aress throughoul New England. The covrend slyte of our groundfish stocks have
prompred the Secretary of Commuerse W issue 4 disaster declaration Tor our Gsher which has heen
suppartad by the majorily of industy members: All hew England fishermen are facing extremely diffieult
peonomic Hmes over the nest Tow vears and lonking for-any celief that can be Tound. TTowever, opening
e groumd Rsh closed arcas, espeeially these [nthe Gulf of Mains, 14 not the answer that we nesd as any
potantial gaing would come at the expense of tha healih of the fish stocks and our collective fitures,

Annual catch limiis (ACLs), and the science thut Lthey are bused an, have been shown 1o be Nawed und
iiten uses duta veurs wlder un whal we ane aclually cxpericniing on the walsr Or masdl recent
experience with Lhe Gull ol Maine cod stock 1y @ stark example as 10 why opening the groundfish elosed
ureay. pariicolarly thesy o the Gull of Maine, i & dangerons proposition. Many of us fish the edaes of
these elosed arcas and helieve that they have playad a role In protacting what (5 left of the Gulf of Maine
lishstocks. We ean alse attest to the sensitivite of thess arcas and are concernad thar opening Them seould
‘creare an influx of effort that would drive stocks; like the Gulf of Maine cod, to the brink of collapse.
There j= litle wrust wizhin the fishing jndustry that the current ACLs are properly set. Unti] fish stocles are
trending upward, an effective monioring program is in place, aud fisheries scisnce 15 timely and accurate,
apening the Gult of Maine groundfish protected areas W highly comcentmated eflort 14 g roll of the dice
‘that our managers should not be willing to Like.

The tact that our stocks have nol reboumsded should ol be @ referendum on the ellectivenesy of
rroundhizh closed areus. Instead of opening these arcas: the focus should be on ensuring that Lhe stocks
hiave w chanee (o reeover and getling oure lishing MNeet theough what is mosteartainly adisaster witheut
umdermining our fuluee. Ploase keep these closed arsas closed. The knee jerk reaction of loosening
regitlationg to address economic hardships iz shitting the focus avway from the Tact thar these hardships are
heing cansed by a lack of resource and dwindling stoclks, There are many issugs i our current
managenient scheme that must be addressed, but doing swiy with the ¢losed aress is not ong of them,

Simeeraly,

The [nderzizgned

eor Powd Henwared, SE
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Joe Nickerson, F/V Hayley Ann- Portland, Maine

Bryan Bichrest, F/'V Safe Ilaven- Cundy’s Harbot, Maine
Troy Bichrest, F/V Pamela Grace- Cundy’s ITarbor, Maine
Steve Benner, F/V High Roller- Port Clyde, Maine

Glen Libby, BV Capt’n Lee- Port Clyde, Maine

Tom Casamassa, F/V Theresa [rene 1LI- Saco, Maine
Randy Cushman, F/V Ella Christine- Port Chvde Maine
Gerry Cushman, F/V Bug Catcher- Porl Clyde, Maine
Kelo Pinkham, F/Y Jeanne C- Trevett, Mainc

Knoep Neiuwkerk, F/V Cammic Kendrick- Kennebunk, Maine
Gary [ibhy, F/V Leslie and Jessica- Port Clyde, Maine
Russell Daggett, E/V Sarah Gale- Arundel, Maine

Justin Libby, F/V Capt'n Lee- Port Clyde, Maine

Donald Paulscn, F/V Misty Mae- Cushing, Maine

Roger Allard, F/V Wade’s Way -Cundy’s ITarbor, Mame
Preston Carter, IV Shunnon Dawn- Friendship, Maine
Alexander l'odd, F/V Jacob and Joshua- Freeport, Maine
Tad Miller, F/V Julie Ann- Tenants Harbor, Maine

Dale Martel, F/V Endeavor- Old Orchard Beach, Maine
Jason Joyee, F/'V Andanamra- Swans Island, Maine
Russell Brewer, F/V Look Out- Boothbay, Maine

Ed Snell, F'V Rita I3- South Poritland, Maine
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CiTY OF NEwW BEDFORD

JoONATHAN F. MITCHELL, MAYOR

Seplember 26, 2012 NEW ENGLAND FISHERY
P & MANAGEMENT COUNGIL

New England I'isheries hManagement Coumneil
50 Water Strect _
Newburyport, MA (1230

Dear Members of the New England Visheries Munagement Council:

As you know, on September 13, 2012, United States Commerce Sceretary Rebecea Blank
issued a fishery disaster determination lor the Northeast Multispecies Groundlish Fishery
(“groundfish fishery™) for the 2013 fishing vear, Ihe foderal disaster determination was a
dircct result of a document released on August 2, 2012 by the New England L'isherics
Management Council (NEFMC) and the National Oceamie and Aunospheric
Adminisiration (NOAA) that indicated reductions ranging from 45% to 73% in the FY
203 Annual Catch Limits (ACL8) lor a number of stocks in the groundlish shery.

As the mavor of New Bedford, Massachuserts, which was just named the nation’s mghest
grossing fishing port for the twelfth year in a row, T am extremely grateful Lo our
congressional delegation and Governor Pulrick for pressing the Commerce Department to
issue the disaster determination.

Al the same timce, however. T strongly urge you to consider additional. complementary
policy responses that will forestall or mitigate the lorecasted cuts in ACLs and help keep
fishermen fishing. As you address proposed ACTs and other conscrvalion measures in
the coming dayvs and weeks, | ask that you relram from making decigions in which the
reliability of the underlying science is in question, It is imperative that members have
conlidence in the scientific grounds lor their decisions. given the polential deleterious
economic and social consequences.

The economic and hwmam stakes for Now Bedford of your upeoming decisions cannol be
overstated. Amnual groundfish revenue in New Bedlord 15 approximately $20 million.
One species in the multispecies fishery, yellowtail flounder. is essential bycatch in New
Bedlord's scallop industry. which alone generates approximately S400 million (n direct
armual revenue. A conservalive multiplier for these fishenies, which takes inlo account
the economic activity ol their shoreside businesses, is three. Taken together, then, the
groundfish and seallop fisheries account for nearly $1.3 billion in annual economic
activity in New Bedford.

Given these numbers, even if Congress appropriares $100 million in aid for the New
Englund groundfish fishery. the [orecusted cuts would nndeubtedly deal a devastating

Ate'De Cpynad mA

133 WILLIAM STREET * NEw BEDFORD, MA 02740 + TEL. (508 873.1410 + Fax (208 981.618%
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ceonomic hlow 1o New Bedlord and penmanently eliminate hundreds, if not thowsands, of
joba. The culs would alse likely wigger severe social dislocation, with fishing lwmilies
losmy Lheir income streams, homes, and identitics. 'The New Bedliord [shing community
wants to survive. 1o a person, abl of the [shermen with whom I have spoken have said
that they do not want handouts, bul wany W keep fishing.

The Torecasted culs and their consequences would be painful cnough lor the New

Bediord {ishing community if the underlying seicnes was bevond debate, but they are
unacceptable i light of the growing lack of confidence in the slock assessments, both
among fishermen and scientists. For cxample, lishermen have repegtedly told the federal
government, thus far to fittle avail, that the underlying surveys are conducted with the
wrong types of vessels and gear and are therelore inaceurale, Over the summer, scicntists
raised serious questions aboul the model used [or the Georges Bank vellowtail flounder
stock asscssment. Monihs earhier, the 2011 Gulf of Maine cod assessinenl, which showed
a dramalic negalive change from the 2008 asscssment, was called inlo question. And
when he 2011 Groundfish Stock Asscasment Updates were conducted, significant
unexplained discrepancics {19% to 67% deviations) in the estimate of stock biomass were
noted for seven stocks (CC-Gul{of Maine yellowtail, Georges Bank cod. Georges Bank
haddeck, plaice, witch Nounder, redfish, and Gulf of Maine haddock).

To my mind, these examples should give serious pause to the range of decision-making
on ACLs contemplated by the Couneil. was pleased to scc that at its August 24, 2012
mecting, the Scientilic and Statistical Committee (850 discussed the concerns with the
Georges Bank yellowtail flounder model and deeided to recommend a range of catch
options up ol lo 1,150 metric tons (the FY 2(12 catch limit), By including this upper
range of 1,130 metric tons for I'Y 2013, the 88 recogmized the prudence of procecding
cauliously in the face of unecrtainly in the underlyving model and the impact of its
decisions on fishing commumiiies.

In sum, 1 ask thal you keep the economic and social ramifications at the loveltont of your
discussions, and thal you consider whether proposed measures thai curb fishing are
justified by the science. I also ask for your suppori of measures that would mitigate the
consequences of any reduced ACLs. 11 the fisheries in New Bedford are shut down, they
will not come hack. The barmers to entry are simply too high, and lireign sellers, who
alrcady supply 91% ol our nation’s scafood, will fill the breach, On behalf of the
fishcrmen, the Gamilies, and the nearly 100,000 New Bedford residents who have a sluke
1 your actions, I ask that you do all thatl you can to keep Neow Bedtord’s lishermen
fishing.

J f}nizﬂoﬁwhiéfl W ;
Ma}j{n' of New Bedford, MMA
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From: Fip Cunningham <ripcham@uerizon.net>
Sank: Wednesaay, Gotober 03, 2012 545 PM
To: KKaren Roy :
Subject: FW: Save Family Fishermen, Save the Fish: Consclidation is NOT Conservation

From: Marilyn Anderson <mail@change. org=

Reply-Ta: <no-reply@change.org>

Date: Wednesday, October 2, 2012 4:49 P

To: Rip Cunningham <ripcham@verizon ner>

Subject: Save Family Fishermen, Save the Fish: Consolidation is NOT Conservation

Grestings,

| just signed the following petition addressed to Rip Cunningham; chair of the New England Fishery Management Council,
Dear Mr. Cunningham,

it's time to stop crisis management and start fixing the core problems. Consolidatian of the fishing industry and lack of
protections threaten the fishand the Tamily fishermen and leads to one orisis afiar another that distracts the Council from
dealing with the real problems facing our ccean. In just two years of the new Catch Share policy, we have se=n what it can do
to the flsh stocks that flshermen worked 20 hard to rebulld.

The Council can't hide behind short term emergencies that are rooted in problems associated with consolidation and the
disappearance of family fishermen, This is a major problem because famlly fishermen suppert local economies, a healthy

ocean, and access o locally harvested food,

| urge you to adopt policies that protects fleet diversity, levels the plaving field for family fishermen, and snsyres that the
rights and access to fish are NOT concentrated into the hands of a few players

Consclidation is not'conservation.
Sincerely,

Marilyn Andearson
Sacramento, California

MNote: this emall was sent as part of a petition started an Change.arg, viewsble at hito./'www. change org/petitions/flght-the-
big-box-boats-save-family-fishermen-and-the-fish. Ta respond, click here
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From: William Chaprales [mailto:ruebycorp@aol.com]

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 3:48 PM

To: Rip Cunningham; Terry Stockwell; Tom Dempsey; fishearlvbird@cox.net: Frank Blount

Cc: John Bullard; Paul Howard; Don Cuddy; Richard Gaines; Jay Lindsay, Assoclated Press; Doug
Fraser, Cape Cod Times

Suirject: Fleet Diversity Priorities

Tao the Executive commities,

We commend the Council and the Executive Committee for committing to take the Fleel Diversity
Amendment 18 off the backburner and make it a top priority for this coming year.

Several fishermen and | attended yesterday's Council mesting to show our support for fleel diversity.
Although we didn't have the opportunity to speak during the priorities discussion, we offer our full
support in the Council's decision to place fleet diversity as a fop priority

We believe that maintaining a diverse fleat is critical. Right now we're seeing access to this fishery
concentrate into fewer hands, Infrastructure and jobs are disappearing, and the Inshore areas thal
we've sacrificed so much to rebulld are collapsing befoere our very eyes. If we don't take immediate
action. both to rebuild the stocks and protect fleet diversity, we may permanently lose segments of
our groundfish fleet.

The A18 scoping report provides several policy ideas to bulld upon; inshore/offshore areas, quota set-
asides, owner-aperator incentives, baseline criteria for leasing, accumulation caps, and other.

Here is & link to a recent editorial about Amendment 18!

hitp://bangordailynews com/2012/09/1 8/opinion/how-to-bring-equality-and-opportunity-to-new-
england-fisheries/

e need the Council’s leadership. We need fleet diversity, And we need to move ahead with A18
Moy,

Thank you,

Billy Chaprales, F/\V Reuby

Ed Barrefl, F/V Pheonix

Stephen Welch, FfV Holly and Abby

Mike Pratt, F/V Perfect C's

Ron Borjeson, F/V Angenette

Tim Barrett, F/V Odessa

Jim Keating, F/Y Holly and Abby, crew
Alex Friedman, F/V Dazed and Confused
Willy Halch, F/V Machaca
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